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Abstract

This research has been conducted in Humeimeh Goats Research Station, belonging to General Commission
for Agricultural scientific (GCSAR), located in Northeastern of Aleppo. It aims to throw light on the factors
that causing mortality in Damascus Goats kids in the semi-intensive system under dried areas condition in
Damascus kids between 3 days and 4 months. In total of 205 data belonging to mortality cases were recorded
during 2008-2009. Mortality causes were classified according to symptoms before dying, bacterial culture
and pathological findings. Mortality rates through 3-10 days, 1-2, 2-3, 3-4 and >4 months were 4.3, 17.5, 46.3,
29.4% and 2.5%, respectively. Following mortality causes were reported: weak births (4.7%), Pyogenous
arthritis (2.8%), Enteric Colibacillosis (31.9%), Maldigestion- Tympanie& weaning problems (1.4 and 41.3%),
Enterotoxaemia (11.3%), Hemorragical enteritis (4.2%) and Pneumonia (2.3%) at following age stages 3-10,
30-35, 45-70, 285, 80-130, 95-105 and 90-120 days.

Weaning problems and enteric diarrhea were placed in the top of the infections that causing mortality in
Damascus kids with significant differences (p<0.01). Statistics controlling mortality caused by different
pathogens for different age stages by sex were not significant (p>0.05) except for enteric diarrhea (p<0.01).
Mortality in dams and sirs through two consecutive years has been repeated 25 out 151 in and 5 out 33,
respectively. Partition of dams and sirs in mortality by relative risk determination was not confirmed (0.9834).
Unknown Mortality cases in weaning period in Damascus kids was explained by management errors. Also,
many bacterial, viral, may be involved in the etiology of the mortality. It concluded the importance of health &
nutrition management, and screening of the most important causes of the mortality in Damascus kids in dray
areas.

Keywords: Mortality, Damascus Goats, Kids, Weaning.
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