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Survey and Identification of Date Palm Pests and their
Associated Natural Enemies in Syria
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Abstract

The study was carried out in Date-palm groves in Palmira, Deir-Ezzor, Alrakha ana Abo-kamal. The main
objective of the study was to determine and identify the most important insect pests that infest date palms,
and natural enemies associated with them. The results showed that date-palm trees in Syria infested with
seven pests. The Lesser date moth, Batrachedra amydraula Meyer (Batrachedridae: Lepidoptera) and
Date spider mite Oligonychus afrasiaticus were recorded in Palmira, Deir-Ezzor and Abo-kamal sites. The
Parlatoria date scale (Parlatoria blanchardi Targ.), was recorded in Palmira, Deir-Ezzor, Alrakha and Abo-kamal.
The Ommatissus lybicus, Arenipses (Aphomia) sabella Hampson, Phoenicococcus marlatti
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Cockerell, and Microcerotermes diversus Silvestri were recorded in Abo-kamal. Asterolecanium
phoenicis was recorded only in Deir-Ezzor. Eight natural enemies were recorded in this study, six predators
belonging to two orders :Coleoptera and Neuroptera, and two families: Coccinellidae and Chrysopidae. Two
parasitoids were recorded belonging to Hymenoptera, Family Aphelinidae, one is exoparasitoid ( Aphytis sp.),
and second is endoparsitoid ( Prospoltella sp.)

Key words: Date palm, Palmira, Deir-Ezzor, Alrakha, Abo-kamal, The Lesser date moth, Parlatoria date
scale, predators, Parasitoids.
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