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Morphological Characterization of Some Medicago Species in Syria
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Abstract

Eleven species belong to the genus Medicago were collected from different regions of Syria and character-
ized for 12 basic morphological traits, in order to study variations between species. The attempts to find new
criteria for distinguishing between taxonomic units, is one of the most important tasks of plant taxonomy.
Syria is one of the most important centers of biodiversity of legumes (Fabaceae), therefore survey and
accurate identification of the medicago species has an economic and environmental importance. This study
was carried out at Faculty of Agriculture, University of Damascus, during the growing season 2008-2009.
These species were planted on 24/12/2008 in Randomized Complete Bloke Design. Significant differences
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occured between the investigated types of alfalfa for leaf shape and the pod type. There was also a signifi-

cant difference for days to germination and pod development, full maturity and the number of branches per

plant.
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