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Protocol for Scoring
the Welfare Status
of Dromedary Camels

Barbara Padalino, Laura Menchetti, Tanja Schmidt
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iQure 7. A, camels have a place to rest in the shade Figure 8 Although there is a shelter to protect the cameis from
the sun, not all camels have access to it

Figure 9 No shelter available Figure 100 A camel tnies to find shade for its head behind a
container
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Figure 12: Broken fence: Partly collapsed fencing risking injury.
The camels may escape.

Figure 71: Camel-friendly fencing



Good Health

Table 13: Camel welfare recording sheet for indicators of Good Health collected at the Animal
Level

YES NO
Disease ] ]
Type
Injury ]
B H D
Type
Swollen joint ] ]
Lameness U U
Hair/coat Skin disease U U
Ectoparasites (e.qg. tick)
Discharge Nasal discharge J J
Eye discharge [l [l
Vulva discharge ] ]
Diarrhoea [ [
Abnormal udder [l [l
Breathing Abnormal breathing ] ]
i Coughing U U
Evident pain : ] U

Figure 14: Rubbish in the pen. The camels may ingest
the rubbish.

Figure 13: Rubbish in the pen
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Figure 15: Injured left hind leg

Figure 16: The camel is unable to get up.

.

Figure 17: Camel with a tense, painful abdomen (see red arrows), indicating colic.
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3: Feeding trough under a shelter Figure 5: Availablllty of a salt lick
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Figure 21: Several cauterizations on the lateral Figure 22: Cauterization around the left eye
front-left fetlock joint
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Figure 19: Hobbles cutting into the skin of the fetlock  Figure 20: Nose ring in the left nostril
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: Cachexia; individual ribs are visible; :
: ischium, hip bone and shoulder very prominent; :
: hollow of the flank visible and concave; :
: rectogenital zone caved in

i Ribs are visible; ischium,

. hip bone and shoulder very prominent;
i hollow of the flank visible;

: rectogenital zone caved in

: Ribs visible; ischium,

¢ hip bone and shoulder prominent;
i hollow of the flank slightly visible;
i rectogenital zone caved in

i Ribs slightly visible; ischium,

. hip bone and shoulder slightly prominent;
i hollow of the flank slightly visible;

i rectogenital zone slightly caved in

i Ribs are well covered; ischium,

. hip bone and shoulder barely visible;
: hollow of the flank not visible;
rectogenital zone not caved in

Ribs buried; ischium, hip bone and shoulder
: not visible; hollow of the flank not visible;
. rectogenital zone fattened

13



Figure 49: Multiple hairless areas on the right
side of the neck

Figure 50: Multiple hairless patches all over the body Figure 57 Isolated hairless patches on the left side
of the body (possibly dermatomycosis)

14
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Figure 56: Thick and white nasal discharge with an en- Figure 58: Thick yellow discharge from the right eye
crusted rhinarium with skin lesions around the eye

Figure 57: Thick and white/transparent nasal discharge Figure 59: Watery transparent discharge from the eye

15



Figure 53: Ticks on the udder

Figure 55: Tick on the left eyelid

Figure 54: Ticks in the axillary area

16

Figure 64: Swollen udder; suspected acute mastitis
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‘gure 65: Abdominally emphasised breathing (see red Figure 66: Normal breathing. The camel breathes
Tow) calmly and regularly

Figure 67: Swelling along the abdominal  Figure 68: Swelling on the right hind  Figure 69: Proliferation of tissue around
line; suspected hernia umbilicalis limb; suspected abscess the mouth

Figure 70: Swelling on the left side of the neck; suspected  Figure 71: Small multiple swollen areas on the right
abscess side of the abdomen leading up to the shoulder

17
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Annex 7. Pen Classification: An example of pen classification according to Principle
Aggregate Indices

Table 25: PAls are used to classify the pen

Principle Principle Aggregate Index observed
Good Feeding Index 75
Good Housing Index 25
Good Health Index 80
Appropriate Behaviour Index 95

This farm could be classified as “Unsatisfactory” (>20 for each principle and >30 for 3 principles), as not all the prin-
ciples are rated =30 (see Table 25). The figure shows the representation of the PAI, highlighting that the measures
scoring the lowest were those included in the Good Housing principle. Recommendations on how to improve the
camels’ housing should be made, and a second assessment should be planned.

Figure 82: PAI profiles: The measures scoring the lowest were those included in the Good Housing principle
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