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Abstract

The research aimed at developing and building an index that measure the economic and social
potentials of rural households in Tartus province, and their relationship with the poverty status of
the households. The research relied on primary field data collected using a questionnaire form
targeting 96 Rural Households during the first quarter of 2021. Principal component analysis was
used to assign weights to the sub-indicators of the Economic and Social Empowerment Index. The
Chi-Square test was used to study the relationship between the poverty status and the social and
economic empowerment index of the households. Results showed that economic empowerment
variables contribute 54.37% to the overall value of the index, the most important of which is
property and household supplies, which demonstrate the household’s good wealth status,
compared with the social empowermentindex contribution of 45.63%, the mostimportant of which
is family participation in community issues and the ability to obtain assistance from non-family
members in times of distress. When studying the relationship between the economic and social
empowerment index and the poverty status of the household, the results showed that households
with a low level of the empowerment index recorded higher rates of poverty compared to low and
high levels, this shows the importance of the household having these capabilities to improve their
living condition and protect them from poverty.

Keywords: Socio-Economic empowerment, poverty, minimum expenditure basket, rural households.
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